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Brief Overview of New Mexico State Library & Gates Foundation Partnering

· 1994 Legislative sponsor, Senator Leonard Tsosie, introduced HB 219 at the 41st session in providing financial and technical support to tribal libraries 

· 1995 $550,000 was appropriated from the general funds to establish the Native American Libraries Project to provide computers with Internet services to ten Pueblos, two Apaches, and eleven Navajo chapters in rural areas. 

· 1996 Crownpoint Resource Center was established on the Navajo Reservation to provide library services and computer training for Eastern and Northern agencies. 

· 1997 Staff from the NMSL Tribal Libraries Program met with Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation representatives in Seattle, WA. As a result of these meetings, the Gates Foundation perceived the need to expand their public library grants to include tribal communities. Since then, the Gates Foundation granted computers to the Pueblos and Apache Tribes in New Mexico and all 110 Navajo chapter houses. 

· 2000 Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation’s Native American Access to Technology Program (NAATP) Grant applications available for New Mexico chapter houses.
· 2001 The NMSL Tribal Libraries Program continues to maintain equipment and provide Internet access and training as long as feasible by two contractors. For the past six years, the NMSL has maintained a branch of the State Library in Crownpoint as an outreach and training center for the Navajo areas. The office is located in Diné College-Crownpoint branch. 

· Training NMSL Tribal Libraries Program provides training for local level library automation projects within Pueblo, Apache and one Navajo school Libraries. Two librarian contractors conduct a one-on-one-site training at the libraries. Two computer contractors conduct troubleshooting Internet workshops. Jean Whitehorse conducts basic Internet training at the local chapter house to tribal employees. 

· 2001 At the 45th New Mexico state legislative session, Senator Tsosie introduced SCO1020. Senate Capital Outlay Request 1020 reads as: Library Technology Additions in the Navajo Chapters McKinley and San Juan Counties requesting for one million five hundred dollars ($1,500,000) to plan, design, construct, equip and furnish library technology additions to existing Navajo chapters in McKinley and San Juan counties. 

· 2002 A grant from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation’s Native American Access to Technology Program will enable Tribal Libraries Program to extend its computer training outreach services to all New Mexico tribal communities over the next year.  Previous training emphasized software training and hardware troubleshooting workshops for tribal library staff and Navajo chapter staff only.  This grant will include tribal program staff and community members and will offer a diversity of computer workshops based on local need (Word, PowerPoint, Excel, Internet research, web design, self-published booklets) using a portable on-site training lab.
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