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The New Mexico State Library, through legislative funding, currently provides library development services, Internet connectivity, computer training and technical support to tribal libraries and chapter houses in New Mexico's Apache, Pueblo, and Navajo communities. The New Mexico State Library (NMSL)Tribal Libraries Program began as a legislative initiative from Senator Leonard Tsosie in 1994. The mission of the New Mexico Tribal Libraries Program is to promote and support access to information for tribal communities in New Mexico emphasizing use of current and developing communication technologies. Legislative initiatives continue into 2003. 

The NMSL Tribal Libraries Program, dedicated to providing library development services to tribal communities on a statewide basis, is the first of its kind in the United States. 24
NonProfit

Gate Foundation’s NAATP

The Benton Foundation reports that telecommunications and computer technology are "no longer a rarity,” and "technology is becoming more common in Native America communities, although many still lack the resources to acquire and use it.” 25
The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation recognize that tribal communities have unique information needs. The Native American Access to Technology Grant Program (NAATGP) is a 3-year grant project (2000-2003) developed to meet the information and technology needs of local chapter communities on the Navajo Nation in New Mexico and Arizona. 

In developing the program, Jessica Dorr acknowledged the importance of tribal input in the design:

During the year we developed our grant program, we also met with American Indian library leaders and others working with tribes and technology to get advice and to gain perspective on how best to design our grant program. Tribal leaders spoke of their desire to use technology to interest their children in their Native language, and artists described creating art with digital tools and marketing their work through the Internet. Educators expressed interest in culturally appropriate software and online resources. Students wanted the opportunity for quality educational experiences without having to leave their reservations. Patrons hoped for hands-on training at a comfortable pace. 26
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Chapter houses could apply for up to four computers justified by the size of the community population or a computer lab outfit if chapters could provide appropriate space and technical support requirements. One constant that is shared by both Gates Native American Access to Technology Grant Program (NAATGP) and NMSL Tribal Libraries Program is the stipulation that computers must be accessible to the community for community access is a priority. 27
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Partnerships & Advocacy

Partnerships are emerging to assuage the digital divide, racial ravine, digital darkness on the Navajo Nation. Now, there is no excuse for rural Native American communities not to take advantage of the increasing available opportunities. 

Former Navajo Nation President Kelsey Begaye, reports “our partnership with the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation is helping to educate Navajo communities. Two years ago, having access to this type of technology was unimaginable. Today, realizing the potential of these new tools, I have to say we are proud to do all we can to advance the Navajo Nation technology project. 28
  
The Benton Foundation, 29 indicated that the private sector, an array of non-government entities including nonprofits, must be the builder; communities are key to access and learning; government has a critical role as catalyst; and individuals must take charge in the deployment of universal access. The high cost services needed to support rural Native American communities, such as the Navajo Nation, in universal access cannot be driven solely by commercial and profit gains.
 
Nonprofits and state agencies are coming to the rescue in trying to equalize the racial ravine, digital divide, inequitable deployment of telecommunications in Indian Country and Navajoland. Los Alamos and Sandia National Laboratories have partnered with the Navajo Nation in providing educational technology programs and projects. Technet provides free Internet accessibility for New Mexico educators. With Microsoft grant assistance The Education Technology Improvement Plan Project (ETIP) 30 and Navajo Education Technology Consortium (NETC) 31 are partnering with Navajo Nation school communities. Navajo Nation Delta One Project initiative promotes training programs in software development and computer technology. 32
  
Gates Foundation and NMSL Partnership

The Native American Access to Technology Program (NAATP) is now assuming some of the responsibility of the NMSL Tribal Libraries Program in equipping and connecting chapter houses and communities with computers and the Internet. Alison Freese, New Mexico State Tribal Libraries consultant, admits with a limited budget to provide for New Mexico libraries, “we knew the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation could provide so much more.” 33 

New Mexico State Librarian Ben Wakashige acknowledges the significance of partnering with the Gates Foundation in terms of accessibility and visibility: “I think the Gates’ infusion enabled us to pull forward very quickly. Where there was one [computer], there’s now five. And Gates gives us an opportunity to be the information center for the community”. 34
Conclusion

"We don't use planting sticks and grinding stones anymore. But I think our ancestors would be proud of the way we're learning to use the tools of the future." 35 
This interplay of technology on the Navajo Nation is analogous to the weaving of a Navajo rug. The technology of weaving seems fitting since "dah'iistl'o" literally means "progressing from the ground up" with the thoughts, attitudes, and style of the weaver incorporated into the weaving and weaving process. 36 Navajo sensibilities, along with partnering and collaboration initiatives from tribal, state, federal and nonprofit levels are driving communication technology into the hands of Digital Diné - those who need it, use it, and adapt it. 37
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) President Michael Powell recognizes the direct correlation of developing tribal information technologies and economy: “Information technology is essential to the future growth and strengthening of tribal life. Correctly introduced, it can bring significant advances to tribal financial, social, political, healthcare and educational systems.” 38 Former FCC Office of Communications Business Opportunities, Jensen concludes, given the risks, challenges, and potential of the communications technology, “for the most part, Native American communities have decided it's too important not to have it.” 39
Recognizing the importance of the new communication technologies for their people, Navajo tribal leaders will need to continue to assert tribal cyber-sovereignty and self-determination in deciding issues of cultural policymaking concerning: information access, infrastructure building, cultural resources, and cultural. In doing so they will ultimately contribute to building an information and economic infrastructure to work and communicate as tribal entities with tribal identities. 
New Mexico State Library Tribal Libraries Consultant Alison Freese and New Mexico State Tribal Libraries Outreach Coordinator Jean Whitehorse at American Indian Day 2003 in Santa Fe.





Jessica Dorr, Project Coordinator for the Bill & Melinda Gates Native American Access to Technology Program (NAATP) at Lake Valley Chapter House on the Navajo Nation.
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